Barbie Doll			by Marge Piercy
This girlchild was born as usual
and presented dolls that did pee-pee
and miniature GE stoves and irons
and wee lipsticks the color of cherry candy.
Then in the magic of puberty, a classmate said:
You have a great big nose and fat legs. 

She was healthy, tested intelligent,
possessed strong arms and back,
abundant sexual drive and manual dexterity.
She went to and fro apologizing.
Everyone saw a fat nose on thick legs. 

She was advised to play coy,
exhorted to come on hearty,
exercise, diet, smile and wheedle.
Her good nature wore out
like a fan belt.
So she cut off her nose and her legs
and offered them up. 

In the casket displayed on satin she lay
with the undertaker's cosmetics painted on,
a turned-up putty nose,
dressed in a pink and white nightie.
Doesn't she look pretty? everyone said.
Consummation at last.
To every woman a happy ending
Questions:
What is the “doll that did pee-pee” a symbol of?___________________________________________
What 2 devices are used in the phrase “Her good nature wore out like a fan belt” ________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What tone/attitude does the phrase “To every woman a happy ending” demonstrate? _____________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What are the THEMES of the poem? (Remember, the theme must be a statement about the poet’s message or main idea) _______________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Despicable Bill			by Lynn Butler-Kisber
Where are you despicable Bill?
Still
carving insults on a desk
sexist slurs
women’s breasts.
Lurking, slinking
down the hall
raiding lockers
grabbing all.
Sporting leather
boots and chain
sneering threats
bully’s game.
Colour yellow
underneath
running scared
of pending heat.
Leaving scars along the way
faceless wounds
etched to stay.
Where are you despicable
Bill
Oblivious
Colourless
Mindless Bill
Still?
Questions:
What does the phrase “leather, boots and chain” symbolize?_________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What does the phrase “Colour yellow underneath” mean? __________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What does the poet mean by the phrase “Leaving scars along the way/ faceless wounds/ etched to stay”__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What are the THEMES of this poem? (Remember, the theme must be a statement about the poet’s message or main idea) __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Sticks & Stones	by Annonymous
Sticks and stones may break my bones, 
But words can also hurt me. 
Sticks and stones break only skin, 
While words are ghosts that haunt me. 
Slant and curved the word-swords attack
To pierce and stick inside me. 
Bats and bricks may ache through bones, 
But words can mortify me.
Pain from words has left its scar
On mind and heart that's tender. 
Cuts and bruises now have healed; 
It's words that I remember.

What do Sticks and Stones symbolize? _____________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What poetic device is used in the phrase words are ghosts that haunt me? What does it mean? _______________________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What poetic device is used in the phrase the word swords attack?                                   __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How does this poem relate to the poem “Incident” that we studied last class?                  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What are the THEMES of this poem? (Remember, the theme must be a statement about the poet’s message or main idea) _________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Nobody 
by Sheila Tidd 
Nobody knows who you are 
your frames shiny as a penny, 
your glasses thick as a dictionary. 
Nobody watches you. 
You walk down the endless hallway, 
clutching your books, 
like a child’s blanket to your chest. 
None of the passersby’s are kind, 
four eyes, ghost, albino 
exudes lips of tomato red 
spilling out of their mouths, 
like water from a faucets edge. 
Fingers rise up from hands like jack-in-the-boxes, 
Your head pounds as if to explode from the pressure, 
like hot lava pulses before it releases from stress. 
And yet no one knows you.
What does a child’s blanket symbolize? _____________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________
What 2 poetic devices are used in the phrase your frames shine as a penny? ________ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What do the following symbolize?                                                                                       Four eyes_____________________________________________________________ Ghost _______________________________________________________________ Lips of tomato red______________________________________________________
What does the phrase yet no one knows you mean? ___________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What are the THEMES of this poem? (Remember, the theme must be a statement about the poet’s message or main idea) _________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How does the song Miss Invisible touch on the same themes as this poem? _________ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




